
 
The Tornado of 1934 

 

 

It was a hot evening, Thursday, August 
23, 1934, in Durand, the temperature 
was near 100°F. There were dark clouds 
covering the sky, and a heavy rain 
started around 7:30. Five miles east of 
Durand a tornado had developed, and it 
slowly headed toward Durand. 

 

 

Pepin County rarely was hit with severe 
weather, but that hot, muggy Saturday 
night, luck had changed. In the town of 
Lima, several barns were demolished by the 
destructive storm. Some damage totaled up 
to $100,000 or more. 

  

A few families were insured, including Frank Hertz, John W. Weiss, John 
Danzinger, Alfred Weiss, Henry Weissinger, Frank Weissinger and Allie F. Bauer. 
Many of these farms had roofs blown off by the fierce winds and many animals 
were also killed. At the John Weiss farm, four horses were pinned beneath 
timbers and hay, but two of them were saved. 



 

Because of all the damage, there was a 
place established for the families to sleep 
whose house were blown down. Their 
telephones were out of order, many of the 
houses were more or less wrecked. As 
soon as it was light, the roads were cleared 
of trees and blown debris. 

  

An amazing story happened to John Danzinger. The storm caught John midway 
between his house and barn. He could proceed neither way so he threw himself 
on the ground, clung to a nearby post and held on for dear life. While in that 
position, he saw his windmill plucked up by the wind and narrowly escaped being 
struck by the twisted steel. He also dodged a flying cultivator which landed near 
him. 

 

To sum this tragic story up, it was a very 
disturbing one since many people suffered 
large losses. 

Some people were just kissed by the storm 
while for others, it meant starting a whole 
new life. 
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